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(_ﬂ In connection with thefnepartment'ﬁ contribution to the revisiog—w
of the 1953 National Intelligence Estimate on Tropical Afrieca, the
Embassy submlts the followihg comments. These center on Africa: A
Special Assessment {OIR Repert 7103, January 3, 1956), which from the
viewpoint of united Kingdomiattitudes toward African developments the
Embassy considers a wellabaﬁanced and very helpful reperi, rather than
the older paper, Conditions and Trends in Tropical Africe {(OIR Report
Né. 6390, August 24, 1953). rages cited below relemicto oths dforMeyrci has
document . o _ determingd ihat '~ : 1
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W 1. It would seem advisable to qualify the'stagﬁﬁgﬁgméﬁﬂpdgﬁW!lgﬁﬁﬂiLq
ﬁ that the Gold Coast will attain full independence in 1957. The Coloni~
al Office hss shown rising concern sboft developments in Ashanti and
anxiety that Her Majesty'’s Governmen:gﬁbuld be caught between Nkrumah's

Growth and Cmnsaquences ef'éfr;can Nationalism

] demand for independence at that daté énd voices in the United Kingdom

: insisting that traditional and reglonal elements in the Gold Goast” re-
quire additional safeguards against fthe possibility of 8 G.P.P. dicta-
torship. Als6 before independence opcurs it would appear that a solu-
tion on British Togoland should be rpached, -and Gommonwealth members
would prebably have to discuss Gold foast membership.

2. De:pite the great success of the Queenfs tour in Nigeria,
there seems less confidence here than two years agoe about harmonious
political development. There 1s ne jassurance that "the Northern Reglon
will follow the Eastern and Western/Regions in asking for self-govern-
ment (page 11). With self-government for a reglon the questlon of
making sultable arrangements for the retention of needed Britlsh senlor
e¢lvil servants becomes more acut: .| On this point theré has been gome
unofficial talk here of organizingla Commonwealth elvil service from
which territories such as the Nigerian regions could draw.

3o .ThéhEasé African territories seem to have made considerable
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political progress over the last year. The Colonial Office is \
pleased with developments in Kenya under the Lyttelton Proposals,
and the Labor Party has largely ceased to attack the Government for
its handling of the Emergency. The atmosphers in which the Coubts
Report was discussed seems 4 consi derable improvement over: earlier
talks about the suffrage. The Mau Mau menace, however, is far from
over. African nationalism seems at 1ts livelisst in Ugenda. In the
British view the territory needs considerable experience under the
1954 constitutional arrangéments before progress can be made on the
1ines demanded by the National Congress party. Though nationalist .
forvces in Tangényika seem far weaker than in the. other East African -
territbriesgfagitation for more rapid political development seems to

be increasing there.

Qutlook for In@reasad Baeial Tension

1. Official”and unéfficia1 ebservers”here are most pessimistie
gbotit the racial situation ir the Unlon whose ties with the Common-

wealth are seen to be weakening.

2, TUnited Kingdom opinion péemains firmly united in the resolve
that the High Commission territories should not be handed over to the
Union without their consent and so long as transfer would involve a
right-about-face in the treatment of Afriecans in the territories.

s = A current of uneasinéss remains here regarding racial rela-
tions in the ‘Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. While offieials
sre most hesitant about speaking on this subject, thé impression 1is
that the Federation ahould take more significant steps to ¢convince.
the Africans that federation will satisfy their aspirations than has
béen the case up to now. So far as the United Kingdom Government is
céﬁcérn@déithéfhope"sééms'té‘be'that the Federation will serve as a
bulwark against the spread’ of South African segregation policles to

‘Brit;sh territovies‘north of the Union.

Soviét'lntentiéns:

On the basis of Soviet maneuvers in Libya, Khartoum and, more
recently, Liberia, presumably the new NIE papsr will have more to say
on this aspect than the earlier paper. Ag evidenced by their reaction

to the Soviet proposal to send diplomatic representat

ives to Liberia,

British officials are fully aware of' the dangers involved in an éxpan-
sion of Soviet activities in British territories and are very much

concerned. In certaln quarters of the British Government the view has
been expressed that a joint United States-United Kingdom pollcy should |
be concerted on the means by which this danger should be met., A ’
Soviet offer of economlc assistance, especially to areas which are

having difficulty filnancing their development programs, such as Kenya,
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Coast and Nigeria) is not a faréfle_‘t‘ch:edﬁpasssibﬂilit‘y; “‘Herice 1t seoms

' advisable to indicate a stronger pogsibility of a step-up in Soviet

é@ﬁi\'riﬁ'iesf in the area than is shown on page 26.

Socts) eng eomomte Ghengss

It would be helpful if some statistieal or graphical means could
b6 found to. indicate how meagre are the finanéial resources of almest

&11 African territories to taeckle the enormous sconomic and 804 al :
problems facing them at a pace commensurate with African expectations.

In this eonhection a breakdown of the American.aid. filgure on pagé 35
fiolld serve. to Show that two or three countries have receilved @ very

~ large percentage of this money.
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